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PREFACE 


TO 


THE WATCHMAN. 


The design of this publication may be expressed in 
a few words. It appears that * an associatien of gen- 
tlemen” has been formed, professedly for the purpose 
of “ inculcating the doctrines which have ever prevail- 
ed in the great body of the Congregational and Pres- 
byterian churches”—but really, as one of its members 
is said to have unwarily avowed, “TO wRITE DOWN 
THE Cuurcy 1n Connecticut!” Some of the fruits 
of this combination are already before the public, in 
the shape of malignant and slanderous pamphlets, (the 
titles of which it cannot be necessary to detail)—all 
breathing a spirit of hostility to the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church—misrepresenting its doctrines—defaming 
its ministers and people—and ridiculing its ordinances. 
It cannot be supposed that the friends of the Church 
will view attacks of this nature with indifference: And 
still less can it be supposed, that they will condescend 
to enter upon a mere scribbling-match, or personal 
contest, with such an association. But it is their in- 
dispensable duty, to defend and explain the principles 
which they profess, in such a manner, as to repel un- 
founded imputation, and to turn the weapons of assault 
back upon their adversaries. ‘This they propose to do 
in the pages of the Watchman: And in the prosecu- 
tion of the undertaking, they intend to pursue a course, 
temperate and dignified—preserving their self-respect, 
and tempering the severity of truth, with the spirit of 
Christian charity. 
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A GROSS DECEPTION EXPOSED. 


_ Vo enable the reader to understand one or two allusions in this article, it may be pro- 
per to premise, that one of the first pamphiets issued by the ** association of gentle- 
men,” is entitled, ** A Serious Call to those who are without the pale of the Epis- 
copal Church, by a Consistent Churchman.”J 


When the writer of “« A Sober Appeal to the Christian Pub- 
lic,’ charged the author of the “ Serious Call,” with misrep- 
resenting the sentiments of Bishop Hobart by making unfair 
selections from his writings; and when he appealed to the 
buoks from which the pretended extracts were taken, for the 
correctness of his charge ; he supposed that he had said suf- 
ficient to repel an anonymous slander. But it seems that the 
“ associate gentlemen,” are not thus to be put to silence : For 
this detection has had no other effect, than to provoke them 
to a repetition of their attack. The writer of the “ Sober Ap- 
peal’ asserted, that the extracts in question, were so partially 
made, or so garbled, distorted, or disjointed, as not to exhibit 
fairly the sentiments of Bishop Hobart. This the “ associate 
gentlemen” deny in some of their latest pamphlets ; and one 
of them fortifies his denial by declaring—* I have at this mo- 
ment finished a minute examination of these passages, in the 
original works:” And then, to remove the possibility of de- 
tection a little farther off, he subjoins in a note—* It ought 
here to be remarked, that the Consistent Churchman used 
the first edition of the Companion to the Altar. The second 
edition has been abridged in part, and is differently paged.” 
Now, though this shufiling may render detection a little more 
difficult, on account of the scarceness of the first edition of 
the Companiva to the Altar, yet the “ associate gentlemen” 
must not expect to escape even by this dexterous evasion : For 
it shall be shewn, from the very edition to which they refer, 
that the author of the “ Serious Call” must have really “ sat 
down to pen his pamphlet with the deliberate intention of de- 
ceiving his readers ;” and that his defender must also have 
sat down to pen the above declaration and note, with the de- 
liberate intention of screening his “ associate” from merited 
detection und exposure. Let the extracts speak for them- 
seives. 

In the “Serious Call,” page 5, and again at page 10, the 
following is given as an extract from Bishop Hobart’s Com- 
panion to the Altar, on the subject of the sacraments :—= 
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**In order to be effectual, to be acknowledged by God and accompanied by his 
power, they must be administered by those who have received a commission for the 
purpose from him.—None can possess authority to administer the sacraments, but 
those who have received a commission from the bishops of the church.” 

Now, to show that this sentence 1s made up of disjointed 
passages from different parts of the Companion to the Altar, 
itis only necessary to state, that the two members of it occur 
at a distance of seven pages from each other: And to shew 
that even these parts of sentences are somewhat garbled, it is 
only necessary to give the two passages entire. 

The first is as follows :—(pages 192, 195—first edition 1804.) 

** Considering the sacraments as means and pledges of divine grace and mercy, it 
must be evident, that their efficacy depends, not on any inherent virtue, but on the 
power of God which accompanics them. Hence results the important truth, that, in 
order to be effectual to be acknowledged by God, and accom panied by his power, they must 
be administered by those who have received a commission forthe purpose from him. It is 
of the utmost importance, therefore, to ascertain with whom God has vested author- 
ity to admjnister those sacraments, which derive all their efficacy from being admin- 
istered according to his appointment.” 

Then follows a discussion, shewing the regular descent of 

1€ min : sreat Heac 1e C 
the ministerial authority from the Great Head of the Church, 
in the line of bishops: And at page 200, the following pas- 
sage OCCUIS — 

** This discussion is of the highest importance to him who is preparing for receiving 
the Holy Eucharist. For the important truth results from it, that’none can possess authority 
to administer the sacraments but those who have received a commission from the bishops of 
the Church. It must-be essential, therefore, to the efficacy of the Lord’s Supper, asa 
means and pledge of divine grace, that it be administered by those who have received 

au ful authority to administer it.” 

The reader, by placing together the words printed in ztalics 
in these two passages, wil have the sentence which the “ as- 
sociate gentlemen,” solemnly pledge themselves is a fair and 
wenuine extract from the writings of Bishop Hobart !—Such 
effrontery requites no comment. 

The next is an instance of shameful distortion——In the 
“ Serious Call,” (page 5.) the following is given as an entire 
sentence from Bishop Hobart’s Sermon on Confirmation, 
page 36:— 

**In the sacrament of baptism, we are taken from the world, where we had no tit'e 
to the favor of God, and placed in a state of salvation in the Christian Church.” 

The whole sentence, from which this is taken, will be 
found at the page referred to, and is as follows :-— 

** In the sacrament of baptism, we are taken from the world, where we had no title to 
the favor of God, and placed in a state of salvation in the Christian Church ; where, on the 
conditions of true repentance and faith, we enjoy a title to al! the blessings and privi- 
leges af the Gospel covenant,” 

But the most gross attempt at deception, by garbling and 
distortion, remains to be noticed. The “ Serious Call,” after 
imputing to Bishop Hobart the sentiment, that there can be 
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no salvation out of the pale of the Episcopal Church, asserts, 
(page 15) that Bishop Hobart has declared, that “ where the 
gospel is proclaimed, communion with the Church, by the 
participation of its ordinances, at the hands of its duly author- 
ized priesthood, is the indispensible condition of salvation.” 

On turning to page 203, of the first edition of the Compan- 
ion to the Altar, to which we are referred for this quotation, 
the reader will find it has been garbled out of the following, 
which, instead of a spirit of bigotry, breathes nothing but the 
most unbounded Christian charity :— 

** The Judge of the whole earth will indeed do right. The grace of God quickens 
and animates all the degenerate children of Adam. ‘The mercy of the Saviour is co- 
extensive with the ruin into which sin has plunged mankind. And “ in every nation 
he that feareth God and worketh righteousness, is accepted of him.” But where the 
gospel is proclaimed, communion with the Church hy the participation of its ordinances, at 
the hands of the duly authorized priesthood, is the indispensible condition of salwation. Sep- 
aration from the prescribed government and regular priesthood of the Church, when it 
proceeds from involuntary and unavoidable ignorance or error, we have reason to trust, 
will not intercept, from the humble, the penitent, and obedient, the blessings of God’s 
favor.” 

Such are among the instances of distortion, of which the 
writer of the “Sober Appeal” complained. And surely it 
cannot be necessary to proceed farther, to substantiate his char- 
ges: Nor can it be necessary to pursue an associa’ ion of wri- 
ters, who have so little regard to their character (even con- 
cealed and disguised as they are) as to challenge such an ex- 
posure. We will only add, therefore, that one pretended ex- 
tract is given in the “ Serious Call,’ which is not to be found, 
either entire, or in part, or in any shape whatever, either in 
the first or the second edition of the Companion to the Altar, 
at the page referred to, or any where else. Is it a fabrica- 
ion ? Or is it “rrony ?”—or what shall we call it ? 

To the personal invective which is so profusely scattered 
.hrough the several pamphlets which have been issued by the 
‘associate gentlemen,” we trust no reply will be made. 
When they accuse Bishop Hobart, for instance, of “ rash- 
ness,”’ and “ weakness”—the friends of the Church will only 
invite the sober and candid among all denominations of Chris- 
tans, to read the entire works of this eminent divine, which 
ave thus misrepresented and stigmatized—and particularly 
the Companion to the Altar, (either the frst or second edition) 
and to judge impartially for themselves. As to the “ asso- 
ciate gentlemen,” we would not recommend the experiment 
to them, unjil they are in a better temper: But if their con- 
sciences shall ever be awakened to a sense of the impropriety 
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of this unrighteous assault upon the Episcopal Church—ard 
if, at such a moment. they can read the Companion to the Al- 
tar, without finding their hearts warmed, their devotions kin- 
died, and their understandings enlightene¢—then Jet them 
pursue their work of destruction, and “ wRITE DOWN THE 
eHuRCH,” not only without delay, but without compunction 








New-England Congregational Ordinations. 


It is much to be regretted, that the “ association of 
gentlemen,” instead of lavishing their abuse upon Bi- 
shop Hobart, and the clergy and members of the Epis- 
copal Church, will not fairly meet the important ques- 
soni about which Episcopalians and Congregational- 
ists differ. There is certainly a right and a wrong side 
to these questions ; and it is the duty of candid men te 
examine them, and determine for themselves on which 
side truth is to be found. But the congregational min- 
isters of the present day show so much passion and 
ill-nature, in every discussion of the kind, and withal 
are so “ shy” on the subject, that it seems impossible 
to keep them to the point. We are happy to find, how- 
ever, that the old divines of that order, were not in 
former times quite so deficient in candour and magna- 
nimity. The late learned and reverend Dr. Stiles, 
President of Yale College, in an election sermon, 
preached at Hartford, May 8th, 1783, and published 
by order of the General Assembly, undertook in a ve- 
ry laboured discussion, to shew the authority by which 
the Congregational ministers of New England exerci- 
sed their sacerdotal powers. As we are desirous, 

therefore, that the readers of the Watchman should 
have the full benefit of every thing that can be said on 
the subject; and as the remarks of Dr. Stiles furnish 
us with a very curious piece of Church History ; we 


shall copy them entire—disdaining to adopt the ton- 
\* 
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temptible expedient of garbling, distorting, and dis- 
jointing, to which our opponents have resorted, 

President Stiles indulged the pleasing anticipation, 
that when the inhabitants of the United States, should 
amount to 40 millions, “the congregational, consocia- 
ted, and presbyterian churches” would * become 30 
out of the 40 millions :’—and that the presbyterian 
denomination would “ probably ever make the most 
distinguished figure in this great republic :”’—And af- 
ter saying, “that the preaching of the word, baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper are regularly and duly admin- 
istered by the pastors: that the pastors are orderly 
and regularly set apart to the ministry, by the laying 
on of the hands of the presbytery, or of those who 
have regularly derived office power, in lineal succes- 
sion, from the Apostles and Jesus Christ :”—he says : 
(pages 59—64) 

“ The invalidity ef our ordinations is objected against us, 
and so of consequence the invalidity of all our official admin- 
istrations. And now that we are upon the matter, give me 
leave to exhibit a true, though summary state of it, as the re- 
sult of a very full, laborious, and thorough enquiry. It was 
the mistaken opinion of some of our first ministers in New- 
England (than whom, there never was a more learned col- 
lection, for they embosomed all the theological and ecclesi- 
astical erudition of all ages.) it was, I say, their opinion, that 
the pewer of ordination of all church officers, was in the 
church, by their elders. They well knew, from ecclesiasti- 
cal and scripture antiquity, that the power ef election was 
there ; and they judged ordination the lesser act: but their 
great reason was, that the church might not be controlled by 
any exterior authority, whether episcopal or presbyterial, and 
so no more be harrassed by bishop’s courts, or any other sim- 
ilar tribunals. Our fathers held to an eldership, for they saw 
it in all antiquity, as well as the Bible: and it was their judg- 
ment, that elders should be ordained by elders of the same 
church. The most of the first forty churches had ruling el- 
ders ; a few had not. These few created an early difficulty ; 
on which our fathers early made a mistaken decision, that 
where there were no elders in the church, ordination might 
be done by the laying on of hands of delegated brethren. The 
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introduction of ministers, already erdained, into the pastorai 
charge of a particu lar church, was at first done by lay-breth- 
ren ; and this was, from the beginning, improfierly called or- 
dination, how often soever repeated. A repetition of ordina- 
tions or baptisms, does not nullify the first regular administra- 
tions. All the first New-England ministers were ordained 
before. Thus Mr. Wilson was first ordained by a bishop in 
England; then 1630, by governor Winthrop and others he 
was ordained teacher in Boston ; he then ordained an elder : 
and upon the aecession of Mr. Cotton, 1633, he was, by this 
elder and governor Winthrop, again, a third time, ordained 
and constituted pastor. So the learned and courtly Mr. Da- 
venport was ordained by a bishop, then by the brethren, pas- 
tor of the church in New-Haven, in 1639; and 1668, was 
_ again ordained, pastor of the first church in Boston, by elder 
Penn. Mr. Hooker was ordained a presbyter by a bishop in 
England, and then again by the brethren at Newtown, 1633, 
who removed with his church to Hartford. Mr. Bulkley, of 
Concord, and Mr. Noyes, of Newbury, and others, expressly 
adhered to their former ordinations in England by the bish- 
ops, though not as bishops, but as presbyters.* But in general 





* A few extracts from the first governor Winthrop’s entries in a manuscript diary, 
may evince that the ministers relied upon their ordinationsin England. At August 
27, 1630, “* We of the congregation kept a fast and chose Mr. Wilson our ‘Teacher, 


sitions of hands, but with this protestation by all, that it was only as a sign of election 
and confirmation, not of any intent that Mr. Wilson should renounce his ministry he 
received in England.” Mr. Gager died 20th September, and October 25th 1630— 
** Mr. Colburne, who was chose a deacon by the congregation a week before, was in- 
vested by imposition of hands of the minister and elder.” 

“*Nov, 22, 1632. ‘* A fast was held by the congregation of Boston, and Mr. Wil- 
son formerly their teacher, was chosen pastor, and—Oliver a ruling elder, and both 
were ordained by imposition of hands first by the teacher and two deacons—upon the 
elder, and then by the elder and the deacons upon the pastor.” 

* Oct. roth, 1633.—“* Mr. Cotton was then chosen Teacher of the congregation 
of Boston and ordained by imposition of the hands of the presbytery.—The pastor and 
two elders laid their hands upon their head, and the pastor prayed, and then taking 
off their hands laid them on again and speaking to him by name did thereby design 
him to the said office—and did give him the charge of the congregation.—-Then the 
neighbouring ministers which were present did at the pastor’s notice give him the 
right hand of fellowship.” 

** Oct. 11, 1633, “A fast at Newtown where Mr. Hooker was chosen pastor and 
Mr. Stone teacher In such manner as before at Boston.” 

*« Mr. Bulkley’s ordination was 2m. 6d. 1637. ‘* The church of Concorde kept 2 
daye of humiliationfor the ordination of their elders, and they chose Mr. Bulkley 
teacher and Mr. Jones pastor. Upon a question being moved by one sent from the 
church of Salem it was resolved by the ministers there present, that such as had been 
ministers in England, were lawful ministers notwithstanding their acceptance of the 
call-of the bishopse-but having come hither, they accounted themselves no ministers, 
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and Mr. Newel our cider, and Mr. Gager and Mr. Aspinwall deacons. We used impo- © 
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the induction of the ministers of the first churches, was per- 
formed by lay-brethren, and this was called ordination, but 
should be considered wat in reality it was, only induction or 
instalment of those who were vested with official power. 
These, as I said, were all ordained before by the bishops in 
England. Nor have [ ever found, with certainty, more than 
one instance of lay ordination, of a person never before ordain- 
ed, the last century, (and there are few but what I have exam- 
ined)and this was done by the advice, andunder the inspection 
of ministers ordained by the bishops in England, one of whom 
prayed at the solemnity of the consecration, and all gave 
their approbation and right hand of fellowship ; which in my 
opinion, amounts to their performing the ordination them- 
selves, they being present and assisting in the transaction. 
This was at Woburn, 1642, I believe there were two or 
three more similar ordinadions of unordained candidates, be- 
fore the ministers saw and corrected their error—which, in. 
deed, was almost the only error, of moment, which the min- 
isters went into the last century. 

“Immediately upon publishing the Cambridge platform, 
1648, our brethren in England remonstvrated against allowing 
lay-ordination.— They alleged, that we had no example in 
sctipture of lay-ordination ; that the sacerdotal gift or office- 
power, was conferred and Riven by the laying on of the hands 
af the fpreshytery,* and that we » had examples of presbyterian 
urdination in scripture, and not only that it was safest to pro- 

ced in this way, but that it was the only scriptural ground. 
Phese arguments convinced our fathers, and they immedi- 
ately set about to remedy the practice, which had hitherto, 
providentially, wrought no mischief, as the body of pastors 
had been ordained by bishops. It instantly became a cus- 
tom for some of the ordained ministers present to lay on 
hands in ordinations, it being for sometime judged necessa- 
ry that the delegated brethren should join, in token of sub- 





until they were called to another churche, and that upon 1 election they were ministers 
before they were solemnly ordayned.” 

** Another specimen of the first New-England ordinations we have in the church of 
Dedham, ** April 24, 1639. John Hunting one of the brethren was ordained to the off 
ice of a ruling elder by fasting and prayer and the laying on the hands of Mr. John Al- 
lin their pastor elect and two other brethren. The same day Mr. John Allin was of- 
“aincd to the office of pastor by prayer and the laying on of the hands of the ruling e!- 
der and two other brethren.” Mr. Allin had been ordained by a bishop: and he com- 
municated ordaining power tothe eldcr. He dicd 1671: and was succecded inthe 
pastorate by Mr, Adams, who in 1673 was ordained by neighbouring pastors only.” 

* & Tim, ivei4, 
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jection of tke church to the pastoral care of the minister. 
But at length it became.a custom, so early as before 1660, 
that, at the desire of the church, the ordaining ministers per- 
formed the whole, both conferred office-power on the pastor 
elect, by the laying on of hands, and committed the church 
to his pastoral charge ; which, with the joint fellowship of 
the pastors and churches, finished the ordination. Thus or- 
dinations were recovered into their right state and order, the 
last century, and before lay-ordinations had wiought any 
evil. Thus office-power, by scripture-presbyters, continued 
to be transfused through the clergy.—I have reason and even 
assurance to believe, that there was no candidate ordained in 
New-Engiand, before 1746, but whose ordination may be 
traced to the bishops in England. I have found no instance 
to the contrary, although I have searched and examined all 
the ordinations of the first half century here, and most of 
them for the first hundred years. And as te the wild and 
enthusiastic period between 1740 and 1750, though it gave 
birth to perhaps thirty little sefiarate congregations, yet some 
have dissolved, others become regular, and the ten or a do- 
zen now remaining, are more and more convinced of the du- 
ty of seeking ordination from among the standing ministers. 
And it is remarkable, that Mr. Thomas Dennison, now liv- 
ing, assisted, laid on hands, and gave the charge at the first 
ordination, in 1746, and at the three succeeding ordinations 
among the separates in New-England, from whence all the 
ordinations in the churches of that description have proceed- 
ed. Andalthough in the first but not in the ethers, he acted 
as a brother delegated by the church, and in others as an el- 
der of another church, yet it is remarkable, I say, that he 
himself had been ordained, in 1743, by one, whose ordination 
I have traced tothe Mathers, and other Boston ministers, 
and through them up to the bishop of Chester, and other 
bishops in England. It is nrobable the few separate church- 
es remaining, will, in time, become regular, by seeking or- 
dinations among the pastors of the standing churches, where 
the ordinations are indubitable. 

“ For, as I have said, the ordination of our clergy is regu- 
lar and scriptural, and may be traced in the line of presbyters, 
up to the apostolic age: and se in general may the ordina- 
tions, in this line, through the whole Christian world, espe- 
cially in the great divisions of Lutherans, Calvinists, and 
Church of England, So wonderfully has Christ preserved 
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the sacerdotal or presbyterian order in the Church, that the 
succession in this line is without a doubt. The first ninety- 
four ministers who came over and settled New-England, 
Long-Isiand, and the Jerseys, before 1669, and chiefly before 
1640.—These, I say, were all educated in the English uni- 
versities, and were ordained in England. Some of whom, as 
Hooker, Davenport, Chauncey, Lee, Bulkley, Noyes, Nor- 
ton, were men of universal reading in theological literature, 
and were profoundly versed in the writings of the Greek and 
Latin churches, in the councils and historians, the fathers, 
the writers of the middle ages, and the reformers—especially 
those miracles of human and divine learning, Chauncey and 
Lee. Of those ninety-four, one or two only were ordained by 
the puritans ; as the fourteen, who came over after the ejec- 
tion of 1662, were ordained by the bishops, or more probably 
by the presbyterians in the protectorate: all the rest by the 
bishops. All these were ordained presbyters by the bishops 
in England: particularly the Rev. Mr. Richard Mather was 
ordained a presbyter by Dr. Morton bishop of Chester 1618.* 
The bishops did not intend to communicate ordaining pow- 
ers ; but they really intendedto convey all the power of a scrip- 
ture-presbyter ; and by the scrifiture, we find this fower con- 
ferred by the laying on of the hands of the frresbytery.”t 
Such, it seems, was the best account that the learned 
Dr. Stiles could give of the authcrity of the congregational 
ministers of New-England, after “a very full, laborious, 
and thorough inquiry.” It must be confessed, that this ac- 
count exhibits some very singular expedients for throwing 
off the control of “ exterior authority,” of “ bishops’ courts,” 
and “ other similar tribunals.” But it certainly falls very 
lar short of proving that the pastors of the New-England 
congregational churches “ are orderly and regularly set 
apart to the ministry, by the laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery, or of those who have regularly derived office- 
power, in lineal succession, from the apostles and Jesus 
Christ.” It is true, that a part of the first New-England mi- 
nisters, were ordained by men, who had been ordained /rres- 
éyters by the Bishops of the Chureh of England: But the 
learned and pious Doctor himself very frankly admits, that 
“ the Bishops did not intend to communicate ordaining frowers,”? 
to these presbyters: And a reference to the form of order 





* Life of Dr. Mather, t 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
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ing Priests or Presbyters in the Church of England, will con- 
vince the reader. that ‘he Presbyters themselves could not have 
intended to receive such powers from the bishofis. The follow- 
ing is the form of one of the ordaining bishop’s questions to 
the candidate for priests’ orders :—“ Will you reverently 
obey your Ordinary { Bishop] and other chief ministers, un- 
to whom is committed the charge and government over you ; 
following with a glad mind and will their godly admonitions, 
and submitting yourselves to their godly judgments ?” 
To which the candidate answers, with all the solemnity of an 
oath—* f{ will so do, the Lord being my helper.” And af- 
ter the laying on of hands, the Bishop delivers to each of the 
persons ordained, a Bible, saying, “ Take thou authority to 
preach the Word of God, and to minister the holy Sacra- 
ments in the congregation, where thou shalt be lawfully ap- 
pointed thereunto.” Here, it will be admitted, that no or- 
daining power is communicated: And in his vow of submis- 
sion to Episcopal authority, the presbyter gives a very so- 
lemn pledge, that he will exercise no such power. Hence, 
it follows, that no presbyter of the Church of England, could 
have ordained presbyters, without violating his ordination 
vows, and usurping an authority, which had not lineally de- 
scended to him “ from the apostles and Jesus Christ.” 
When President Stiles, therefore, claims a presbyterial suc- 
cession through an episcopal line—and when he rests the 

validity of congregational ordination on the single fact, that a 
few of the first presbyters of New-England were ordained by 
English bishops—he is almost as unfortunate as those writ- 
ers of the present day, who deny that any lineal succession 
from the Head of the Church is necessary to a valid minis- 
try—and who contend, that our Lord’s commission to his 
eleven apostles, confers full and complete authority to preach 
the gospel and administer the sacraments, on every person 
who is set apart for that purpose, either by “ delegated bre- 
thren,” or “ ruling elders.” 





‘*'The Christian Spectator.” 


Mr. Wartcuman, 
A monthly publication, under the above title, “ conducted by 
an association of gentlemen,” has been recently commenced 
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in New-Haven, for the purpose of inculcating, as the editors 
avow, the doctrines “ which have ever prevailed in the great 
body of the Congregational and Presbyterian churches.”— 
As the first number of this work exhibits some specimens of 
the manner in which these gentlemen are capable of wrest- 
ing scripture to the object which they have in view—it may 
be necessary, as they proceed, to keep a watchful eye over 
their productions, and to note their departures from the 
plain, simple, and obvious truths of the gospel. This task, 
Mr. Watchman, I will endeavour to perform, with fidelity 
and candor, and to as great an extent as the limits of your 
paper will allow.—For the present, I would call the atten- 
tion of the Christian reader to a comment on John iii. 5. No. 
1. p. 17-20, of the Christian Spectator.—*‘ Jesus answered, 
verily, verily, I say unto you, excefit a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom ¢f Ged.” — 
On this passage, commentators have hitherto held but one 
opinion. —For eighteen hundred years, expounders of the 
scriptures have been united in the opinion, that the expres- 
sion * born of water,” refers to baptism. But it seems that 
the associate conductors of the Christian Spectator, or some 
of their direling writers—(they offer to fay their correspon- 
dents for their labours)—have found out a new “ scheme”’ of 
interpretation, by which they very adroitly render the bap- 
tis of water, a thing altogether non-essential and unimpor- 
tant in the Christian system. It is said in this comment, 
that “ born of water,” is a figurative expression, * to denote 
the purifying effects of the Holy Spirit”—and that, “ to be 
born of water, and to be born of the Spirit, are but different 
modes of expression to signify the same thing.’ According 
to this interpretation, therefore, the passage before us would 
read thus :—-excefit @ man be born of the Spirit, anp of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter, &c. An interpretation which certain- 
ly discovers no small share of ingenuity—and for which the 
preachers of heresy ought to feel very grateful to the Chris- 
tian Spectator: Because by the same method, every expres- 
sion that stands in the way of a favorite heresy, may be frit- 
tered away, or turned to the advantage of the crafty expound- 
er.—If this mode ‘of inteypretation be allowed, the Arians 
and Socinians, must be acknowledvred to possess the pro- 
foundest skill in expounding the scriptures—and they may 
soon become the ablest contributors to the pages of the 
Christian Spectator. Indeed, the writer of the comment un- 
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der consideration, seems to be perfectly willing to take ad- 
vantage of the new discovery which he has made: For hav- 
ing mastered one text, he proceeds manfully to several oth- 
ers, which also fall before his plastic and potent hand. 
Among these, the passage in Titus iil. 5. “ according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost”—is turned into a beautiful specimen 
of tautelogy, without the least reference to water-baptism : 
For, according to this mode of interpretation, it simply 
means—-Ae saved us by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, anp 
by the renewing of the Holy Ghost——both expressions in the 
text, signifying precisely the same thing! Now this may 
be a short and convenient method of supporting a favorite 
theory. It may, for aught I know, be the very best way to 
inculcate “ the doctrines which have ever prevailed in the 
great body of the Congregational and Presbyterian church- 
es.” But it will be admitted, I trust, by every candid read- 
er, that it is not the best method of supporting the truth, nor 
of inculcating the doctrines of the gospel. What shall we 
say, then? Shall we give countenance and encouragement 
ty such attempts to wrest the scriptures from their true and 
proper meaning ?—~No.— Whatever may be the fate of the 
* schemes,” and theories, and systems, of men, let the scrip- 
tures be held sacred and inviolate. Let no bold adventurer 
pervert the records of divine truth, for the sake of setting 
himself up as an oracle of wisdom. Let God be true,” be 
the consequences to the dogmas of men, what they may. 


—_—_—_—— 


** Christian Spectator, No. TL.” 


The more I see of the Christian Spectator, the more am 
I convinced, that it will require close. watching to keep it 
within the bounds of decorum and propriety. If the work is 
really “ conducted by an association of gentlemen”—and if these 
gentlemen really intend to “ inculcate the doctrines which 
have ever prevailed in the great body of Congregational and 
Presbyterian churches”—the public have a right to expect 
from them, a manly and honourable exhibition of their prin- 
ciples, without that illiberal cant and ridicule, for which their 
pampidets and other fugitive productions, are so ¢istinguish- 


ae 


Se =e 
een ge Se 


aie o 


ee ee tl — SS 
ae RE ee ee 


{ 
; 
; 
3 






















14 


ed.—W hether this expectation is to be realized—or whether 
the sober and liberal-minded members of the community, 
are to be disgusted and offended, by oblique and disingenu- 
ous assaults upon those whose. doctrines are not to be incul- 
cated in the Spectator—are questions which the contents of 
the work must determine. At present, I beg leave to call 
the attention of the reader to an article in the second number 
of the Christian Spectator, “ on the abuse of religious institu- 
tions and rites.’—(page 74.) 

The writer of this article commences his subject thus :— 

** Few efforts of the prince of darkness have been more successful, than those to 
pervert, and abuse the rites and institutions of religion. In such efforts, his hostility 
to the divine government, which is always the same, does not appear in its usually 


revolting form. On this account, it excites the less alarm, and provokes the less op- 
position. ‘The truth of these remarks will be evinced by a slight attention to facts.” 


And then, after speaking of the institution of divine worship: 
—ihe consecration of tempfiles—and the setting apart of a firiest- 


4ood—he proceeds as follows :— 

“*In connection with the institution of public worship, we may notice the abuse 
which has been made of the sacraments. How has baptism been perverted from its 
original use! Instead of being regarded merely as an **OUTWARD AND VISI- 
BLE SIGN of an inwagd and spiritual grace,” it is by many viewed as the “ grace’’ 
itself. By the external application of water, they suppose a divine purity to be com- 
municated to the soul, by which it is fitted for communion and fellows hip with God. 
‘This delusion of the Adversary is of no modern invention. It may be traced back to 
the commencement of that darkness which carly overspread the Christian church : 
nor has it wanted the sanction of yreat names. Even Constantine delayed receiving 
the rite of baptism, till near the close of life, that he might enter into the presence of 
his Maker without spot or blemish. 

** There is another abuse of this rite. Satan sometimes uses it as a means of pro- 
moting levity. In some countries, nay, i some parts of ou: «wn country, a practice 
has prevailed of providing an entertainment on occasion of the oaptism of achild. In 
this case, the rite is administered at a private house, and friends and neighbours are 
invited to be both witnesses of the solemnity, and guests at the feast. After the bap- 
tismal service is ended, all partake of the entertainment, and the scene closes with 
music and dancing. This is what, inthe vocabulary of fashionable life, is denomi- 
nated a baptismal ball. 

** The sacrament of the supper has perhaps, been no less abused than that of baptism; 
and abused too in the same way, viz. by attuching to it an efficacy, which it does not 
possess. ‘The cucharist is to many Protestants, what extreme unction is to the Pa- 
pists, an insurance against the powers of darkness, and a passport to the kingdom of 
glory. Hence, numbers are anxious to receive the consecrated elements; at least, 
upon their deathbeds. However great the debt of sin, which they may have accu- 
mulated, they imagine it, to be all cancelled, by this act, In this way, their con- 
sciences, which had otherwise been filled with terror and alarm, are lulled into a state 
of repose. We may rest assured, that Satan will never seek to abolish the christian 
sacraments, while he can thus turn them to his own account.” 


Now, let me ask, what is the plain and obvious import of 
these reflecuons? In what way are they calculated to incul- 
cate the doctrines of the congregational and presbyterian 
churches? It is well anderstood, that these churches sel- 
dum or never allow their ministers to administer baptism or 
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the Lord’s Supper, in private. These reflections, then, can 
have no possible bearing upon the practice of congregation- 
alists or presbyterians ; and must of course be designed ia 
make an unfavourable impression with respect to some pro- 
testant denomination, by whom the practice is allowed, 
Leaving the public, therefore, to conjecture, at what deno- 
mination the empoisoned shaft is aimed—I must address a 
few questions to the writer of the article, trusting if he is the 
‘‘ gentleman” he professes to be, that he will not shrink 
from an explicit answer, or a candid acknowledgment that 
he has been deceived by misinformation, or hurried beyond 
the bounds of truth, by the force of prejudice or passion. 

By whom, thew, is baptism regarded not merely as an 
“ outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace,” 
but as the “ grace” itself? 

Who are the deluded mortals that suppose, that by the 
external application of water, a divine purity is communicat- 
ed to the soul, by which it is fitted for communion and fel- 
lowship with God? 

If “ many” view the sacrament of baptism in this light-— 
out of that many, some few might be mentioned—By whom, 
then, is such a doctrine taught ?—By whom believed? By 
whom avowed? Let us know, whom it 1s that the grand 
adversary holds in such dreadful delusion. 

Again—Where, when, and in what “ parts of our own 
country,” are dupitismal balls celebrated? - A writer who pre- 
tends to state “ Facts,” should not make such an assertion, 
Without being acquainted with some fact to support his de- 
clarations. When ignorant and narrow-minded people, a 
have never ventured to set their feet within the doors of ai 
episcopal church, conjecture that God is worshiped in a 
filaces by fiddling and dancing ! we are ready to find excuses 
for them, and to pity their ignorance: But when grave 
“ gentlemen,? who “ associate” for the purpose of instruct- 
ting the public in their own doctrines, suffer themselves to 
think and speak thus of their fellow-christians, it is difficult to 
find an excuse broad enough to cover their designs ; and if we 
pity them, it must be for something else besides ignorance. 

Again—Who are the “ many Protestants,’’ to whom the 
eucharist is the same as extreme unction to the Papists ? 

Where is a protestant to be found, so ignorant and delud- 
ed, as to consider the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as at 
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insurance against the powers of darkness, and a passport to 
the kingdom of glory ? 

Where is the proof, that numbers are on this account, anx- 
ious to receive the consecrated elements, at least upon their 
death-beds ? 

In what instance, has the conscience of a sinner been lull- 
ed into repose, by the idea, that a participation of the sacra- 
ment of the Supper, would of itself, cancel the greatest debt 
of sin? 

Among the “ many,” and the “ numbers,” whom this 
writer thus turns off into a hopeless eternity, he can surely 
five us the name of ove—or he makes assertions without 
proof, and judges without charity or justice.—I forbear to - 
ask him, how he becomes acquainted with the secret coun- 
sels of Satan, which he seems intent on disclosing: But I 
have a rizht to demand, by what process he obtains a know- 
ledge of the hearts of his fellow-sinners—and by what au- 
thority he sits in judgment on their secret motives? Who 
has opened to him the dread book of futurity? Who has 
empowered him to follow departed penitents into the grave, 
and to stigmatize them as self-deceivers—uas the dupes of 
Satan, and the subjects of his kingdom ? 

Until some of these questions are answered, it cannot be 
necessary to notice the remainder of the article, from which 
the foregoing extracts are taken.—I shail not, however, for- 
get my promise, to observe the contents of the Christian 
Spectator with a watchful eye. H, 














Presbyterian Ordination Doubtful. 


During the past summer, a “ doctrinal tract,” entitled, 
“ Plain Reasons for relying on Presbyterian Ordination®— 
was extensively circulated in Connecticut, and triumphantly 
put into the hands of Episcopalians, as an unanswerable ar- 
zument on the subject —This tract, though full of cant and 
bitterness, mingled with a great deal of affected candor and 
berality, did indeed contain the whole sum of the argument 
on the Presbyterian side of the question. It advanced every 
thing that could be said in favour of Presbyterian Ordination. 
But like every former attempt of the same kind, it was 
doomed to enjoy but a short-lived triumph, and to finally fall 
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by the force of truth.—TIt has called forth a very able and 
conclusive answer from a Presbyter of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, entitled “ Presbyterian Ordination Dowbtfud’’ 
—in two parts—the first part of which, containing the scrip- 
ture evidences on the point in controversy, has been pub- 
lished by the Connecticut Protestant Episcopal Society fo: 
the promotion of Christian knowledge, and is now before the 
public. This little pamphlet is worthy the attention of eve- 
ry honest and sincere inquirer after truth. It is perfectly 
fair in its statements—clear in its reasonings—and gentle- 
matily in its style : And never, in a single instance, has the 
writer been drawn, by the provocation of his opponent, into 
any undue warmth or the least degree of asperity.— We in- 
vite Christians of all denominations to read it. If they are 
not convinced by its arguments—they may be assured, that 
they will not be offended by its language and spirit. 


P.S. When the Congregationalists of Connecticut re- 
treat from the question relating to the validity of the ordina- 
tion of their ministers, and seek shelter under the standard 
of Presbyterianism—do they really intend to give up all de- 
fence of their own authority? Do they intend to abandon 
the Congregational ground? If so—and they will explicitly 
avow it,the friends of the Church will not take the trouble to 
pursue them any further on this point; and the whole ques- 
tion will in future rest on the validity of Presbyterian Or- 
dination. Let us know on what point they wish to rest their 
defence, and we promise them that it shall be’ thoroughly 
investigated. 


OEE RTPA ER 
AN INQUIRY. 


In one of the late pamphlets issued by the “ association of 
gentiemen,”’ the. following anecdote is related, to show that 
“ Towgood’s Letters, for vigour of langvage, condensation 
of thought, and force of reasoning, will bear a comparison 


with the writings of Junius or Johnson :?’ 

** The following fact may convince you of its force of reasoning. Some yeate 
since, an amiable and intelligent Episcopal clergyman in a neighbouring town, bor- 
rowed this work of a Congregational clergyman in the same place. Having retained 
it for a longer time than is common on such occasions, he observed on returning it, 
that hitherto he has been convinced of the exclusive validity of Episcop2! Ordination ; 
but that this work has shown him so strongly his error, that he could not be satisfied 
“@ minister any longer in the Episcopal Church, He accordingly resigned his office 5 


2 * 
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and was for some years a hearer of the Congregational Clergyman. ‘The names of 
the Clerzymen will be given if demanded.” 
In answer to this “ fact,” it is only necessary at present 


to observe, that the names of the Clergymen have been re- 
peatedly demanded of the publisher, the only person who 
can be known in the affair—and that No NAMES ARE YET 
civeEn!—Is this story, then, a sheer fabrication? or is it 
“ yrony ?” or what is it? 





THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL, AND LITERA.- 
RY REGISTER. 

We beg leave to invite the attention of the Episco- 
palians of Connecticut, to a very useful work, publish- 
ed monthly in New-York, under the above title, and 
furnished to subscribers at the low price of two dol- 
lars per annum —The third volume of this work com- 
menced with the present year; and the first number 
contains an address of the publishers, in which they 
state, that “‘a leading motive in the establishment of 
the Curist1An JouRNAL, was to furnish the public, 
and particularly Episcopalians, with a cheap vehicle 
of literary and theological information, which would 
serve to amuse and instruct, and, at the same time, to 
record documents connected with the growth and 
prosperity of the Episcopal Church, and exhibiting its 
situation from time to time.” 

We perfectly agree with the publishers in the sen- 
timent, that “ the interests of the Church require such 
a channel of information.—While there are numerous 
periodical publications attached to almost every deno- 
mination of Christians receiving ample encourage- 
ment, it would be a reproach upon Episcopalians, to 
suffer the only one devoted to their Church, to sink 
for the want of the trifling aid necessary for its sup- 
port. its use merely as a place to record the public 
documents of the Church, and as a source of inform- 
ation on points regarding her welfare, to say nothing 
of its literary and moral tendency, entitles it to the 
particular and zealous patronage of every Episcopalian. 
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The two former volumes of the Christian Journal, 
were issued in weekly and semi-monthly numbers: 
But the publishers have been induced to extend the 
plan to an enlarged monthly publication ; and in this 
form, they say they are assured it will be more ac- 
ceptable to many of its friends. ‘ By an increase 
of matter, each number will become of more impor- 
tance; and the promise of literary aid from many of 
the clergy, affords an assurance that its pages will oc- 
casionally be furnished with original communications. 
A greater variety of matter will also be introduced, 
and the various tastes of its readers consulted, by the 
insertion of moral anecdote and other miscellaneous 
articles not incompatible with the design of the work. 
In its transmission to subscribers, too, it is hoped more 
certainty will be afforded, and those disappointments 
avoided which have been so frequently complained of, 
and which have operated so much to the prejudice of 
the Christian Journal.” 

To these extracts from the address of the publisher, 
we only add a few remarks of a correspondent of the 
Journal, as fully expressive of our views of the subject. 

“There is one department of the work, which 
should, I think, of itself, secure the united exertions of 
Protestant Episcopalians for its continuance. I mean 
that of ecclesiastical intelligence. It may be rendered 
a depository of all facts and documents illustrating the 
history of the Church, and its situation in every part 
ef the union. Her scattered members will thus pre- 
serve, as it were, a constant acquaintance with each 
other, will encourage each other in the common cause, 
and provoke each other to honorable and pious emula- 
tion. The Journal will thus produce incalculable 
benefit to the Church, and be a faithful register whence 
posterity may gaim an accurate knowledge of her 
history.” 

“Need I say any thing to my brother churchmen 
respecting our duty to encourage the Christian Jour- 
nal? If we love the Church to which we belong, are 
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attached to her evangelical doctrines, her divinely con- 
stituted ministry, her scriptural, holy, and edifying 
worship; if our hearts are warmed with charity, the 
characteristic of true religion—charity which prompts 
regard for the spiritual welfare of our fellow-men, and 
an anxiety to have them partakers of our advantages ; 
if we desire to promote God’s honer, by diffusing pure 
and undefiled religion; if we have that love of the 
Redeemer which dictates a grateful amen to his fervent 
prayer for the unity of his Church; if we love the 
souls of men, and would contribute to the means of 
their escaping eternal misery, and attaining to eternal 
bliss; I see not how we can be backward ia encour- 
aging—each in the sphere of his ability—a work so 
well calculated to further these objects, as the Chris- 
tian Journal.” 

*,* Subscriptions are received for this work, by 
Joun Bascockx & 8on, Booksellers, New-Haven, 
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CONSTITUTION 
of the Society for the Prometion of 
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 








in Convention of the Protestant Episcofial Church of the Diocese 
of Connecticut, at Bridgeport, June 3, 1818. 


Wuenzas it is deemed expedient by this Convention, to es- 
tablish a Society in the Diecess of Connecticut, for the pur- 
pose of raising funds for the employment of Missionaries 
in the vacant parishes—and for the gratuitous distribution 
of the Bible, the Book of Common Prayer, and religious 
trac 's PHEREFORE Resoiven, that the following be 
adopted as its Constitution :— 

1. ‘he Society shall be called, ““ THE CONNEC- 

TICUT PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SOCIE- 
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TY FOR THE PROMOTION OF CHRISTIAN 
KNOWLEDGE, by employing Missionaries in the 
vacant parishes ef the Diocess, and by the gratuitous 
distribution of the Bible, the Book of Common Pray- 
er, and Religious Tracts,” 

2. The Bishop of the Diocess shall be ex-officio 
President of the Society—and the Convention shall 
annually appoint two Vice-Presidents—a Recording 
Secretary—a Corresponding Secretary—and twelve 
Directors—of whom, at least one half shall be clergy- 
men of the Protestant Episcopal Church—which offi- 
cers shall constitute a Board of Direction—and six of 
their number, including the President, er one of the 
Vice-Presidents, shall be a quorum for the transaction 
of business. 

3. The Convention shall also appoint three lay- 
members of the Protestant Episcopal Church, as a 
Board of Trustees, for managing the permanent fund 
of the Society—one of whom, elected by the Board, 
shall be the ‘T'reasurer of the Society, and shall give 
bonds to the Board of ‘Trustees for the faithful dis- 


charge of his trust.—All vacancies in this Board, by: 


death, resignation, or otherwise, shall be filled by the 
Convention. 

4. it shall be the duty of the Board of Direction 
to meet an the Thursday following the day of the an- 
nual meeting of the Convention, and as often as the 
interests of the Society shall require, at such time and 
place, as the President, or the first Vice-President, 
with the advice of a member of the Board, shall di- 
rect.—'he Board shall appoint agents in the different 
parts of the Diocess, to obtain subscriptions and dona- 
tions for the benefit of the Society.—a'hey shall em- 
ploy such Missionaries as the ecclesiastical authority 
shall appoint, to supply the vacant parishes within the 
Diocess.—TVhey shall publish or purchase Bibles, 
Prayer Books, and religious tracts, and distribute 
them in such parts of the Diocess, and in such propor- 
tions, as they may deem proper and expedient.—And 
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they shall manage all the other concerns of the Socie- 
ty, not otherwise provided for by this Constitution. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary, 
to attend all the meetings of the Board of Direction, 


and to keep a record of their transactions. He shall 
also keep a register of the names of the members, with 
the sums by them respectively given—a list of the do- 
nations, with the names of the donors—and a record 
of the collections made for the benefit of the Society. 

6. The Corresponding Secretary shall carry on the 
correspondence of the Society, in the name and by or- 
der of the Board of Direction. 

7. All monies received by way of donation, sub- 
scription or collection, for the benefit of the Society, 
shall be paid into the hands of the 'Treasurer—and so 
much thereof, as the Board of Direction shall deem 
expedient to appropriate to the support of Missionaries 
within the Diucess, and to the gratuitous distribution 
of Bibles, Prayer Books, and religious tracts, shall be 
subject to the order of the Board of Direction—and 
the residue shall constitute a permanent fund, to be 
managed by the Board of Trustees, and held subject 
to the control and direction of the Convention.—Pro- 
vided, however, that the amount reserved for the per- 
manent fund, shall be at least one fourth part of the 
aggregate of the annual receipts of the Society. 

8. Every person who shall annually pay into the 
funds of the Society, one dollar, shall be a member— 
and whoever shall pay the sum of five dollars, shall be 
a member for life. 

9. It shall be the duty of the Rector and Wardens— 
(or of the Wardens, where there is no Rector)—of ev- 
ery parish in the Diocess, to make an annual collection 
for the benefit of the Society. 

_ 10. There shall be divine service, and a Sermon de- 

livered at every annual session of the Convention, and 
a collection made for the benefit of the Society—the 
preacher to be appointed by the President, with the 
concurrence of one of the Vice-Presidents. 
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11. ‘The following reports shall be annually made te 
the Convention, viz :—1st. A report by all the lay-del- 
egates attending, of the amount of collections for this 


Society in their respective parishes—2nd. A general 


report by the Board of Direction, of all their proceed- 
ings.—3d. A report, by the Treasurer, of the disposa- 
ble funds in his hands.—And 4th. A report, by the 
Board of Trustees, of the state of the permanent fund 
—Which several reports, or so much of them as the 
Convention shall direct, shall be entered on the jour- 
nals. 

12. Whenever the Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society of the Diocess of Connecticut shall be dissol- 
ved,—and its funds paid over to the ‘T'reasurer of this 
Society—each life-subscriber of that Society, shall be 
considered as a member for life in this-—And the per- 
manent fund of that Society, shall be added to the per- 
manent fund of this Society. 

13. No alteration shall be made in this Constitution, 
unless the same shall have been proposed and entered 
on the minutes of the Convention, one year previous 
to its adoption.—And the Corvention alone shall have 
power to make the alteration. 


Whereupon, the Convention proceeded to elect the 
officers for the ensuing year, when the following gen- 
tlemen were duly chosen. 


Right Rev. JOHN H. HOBART, D. D. (ex. officio) 
President. 

Hon. JONATHAN INGERSGLL, J/irst Vice-Pre- 
sident. 

Rev. TILLOTSON BRONSON, D. D. Second Vice- 
President. 

JOHN BEACH, Esq. Recording Secretary. 

Rev. HARRY CROSWELL, Corresponding Se- 
cretary. 

Rev. PHILO SHELTON, Rev. ASHBEL BALD- 

WIN, Rev. DANIEL BURHANS, Rev. ASA 
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CORNWALL, Rev. MENZIES RAYNER, Rev. 
B. G. NOBLE, Hon. SAMUEL W. JOHNSON, 
BURRAGE BEACH, Esq. Col. WM. MOSELY, 
NATHAN SMITH, Esq. ANDREW KIDSTON, 
Esq. Mr. JOEL WALTER, Directors. 

Messrs. Charles Sigourney, Samuel Tudor, and 
William M‘Crackan, were chosen Trustees of the 
Fund—and have been incorporated, by the Legisla- 


‘ture. Mr. M'Crackan has since been appointed ‘l'rea- 


surer, and is ready to receive subscriptions and dona- 
tions. 





_———————_————— 





Religious Fnteiliqence. 





Consecration —On Thursday, the 11th of February, 1819, 
in St. James’ Church, in the city of Philadelphia, ti2 Rev. 
Philander Chase was consecrated to the Holy Office of Bish- 
op, to act as Bishop in the Diocess of Ohio, to which office he 

had been elected by the Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in that State. 

The Right Rev. Bishop White, of Pennsylvania, presiding 
Bishop at “the Consecration, was assisted by the Right Rev, 
Bishop Hobart, of New-York ; the Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, 
of Maryland ; and the Right Rey. Bishop Croes, of New-Jer- 
scy. 

Ordination —At Bristol, R. L. on the 9th inst. by the Right 
Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocess, 
Messrs. Carleton Chase and Patrick Hinds Folker, were ad- 
mitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We have received an interesting article, on Lay-Raptism, containing an extract from 
an address of the late Rev. John Beach, * to the good people of New-England "==which 
will be inserted in the neat number of the WATCHMAN. 

Severa’ suhiects demand our attention, and shall not be unnecessarily delayed. 

‘The Communications of the friends of the Church, both clergy and laity, are solici- 
ted.—We cannot, like the conductors of a cotemporary work, offer them pay for their 
literary contributions: But we trust, that the furtherance of the cause of truth, will 
at a8 fs s “lem an ample reward for any labour which they may see fit ta bestow upon our 

Authentic documents and other information, relative to the first ordinations of Con- 
Sregat.onal ministers in New-England, will be thankfully received, 
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Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are ail 
Work. -s of miracles? Have all the gift of healing? Do all speak 


with tongues ? Do all interpret? 
ST. PAUL, 
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NPW-HAVEN: 
S$. Cc. GRAY, PRINTEEK.- 
April, 1821. 





